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1. Report Summary  

A report to councillors on proposals for a link path between Old Sarum and Longhedge 
estates. 

 

2. Summary 

In July 2020, the Parish Council agreed to the construction and adoption of a shared use path 
on the north-west side of Norman Drive, Old Sarum.  An extract if that agreement showing the 
route agreed is attached as Annex One.  

Wiltshire Council Highways have now proposed construction of the path should be in coloured 
tarmac (copy of email received attached as Annex Two).  If the surfacing used is tarmac, WC 
Highways have confirmed they will construct and maintain the path. 

Due to the sensitive bio-diverse and rural nature of the site, the Parish Council had previously 
intended this should be a hoggin path.  WC have stated they would not agree to the 
construction and ongoing maintenance costs of a hoggin path.  The PC would therefore be 
liable for construction and maintenance of a hoggin path. 

WC have also asked if the path is to be lit. 

 

3. Conclusion 

The Parish Council must consider whether to accept the WC proposal for the path to be 
tarmac surfaced. 

The Parish Council must consider the provision of lighting. 
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ANNEX TWO 
 

Hi Trudi 
 
I am writing in connection with the above subject. 
 
My colleague Sarah Anderson has just started looking at the detailed design of the second link between the Old 
Sarum and Longhedge estates. To enable the design work to progress the surface of the path needs to be 
agreed. The legal agreement didn’t specify the type of surface to be laid but did specify that the land would 
become public highway and that Wiltshire Council would be responsible for its maintenance moving forward. As 
such the surface will need to be something is acceptable to both Council’s. 
 
From a highways point the Highway Maintenance Team will only take on the maintenance of footways that 
have a bound surface such as tarmac or slabs. I know that the Parish Council have always favoured a more 
natural look at this location and the use of a semi bound surface such as hoggin. Unfortunately a hoggin 
surface may, over time, result in the same kind of problems that currently exist on Green Lane (section 
between Roman Road and Pearce Way), where the route can become impassable to people using wheelchairs 
or parents with buggies. From a maintenance point of view the use of a tarmac surface would provide the 
longest lasting surface and reduce the maintenance liability for the Highways Maintenance Team. As a 
compromise would the Parish Council be prepared to accept a coloured tarmac surface? This is where a 
coloured aggregate (other than black) would be used. This would offer a compromise between the 
requirements of the Highways Maintenance Team and the Parish Council as a more natural looking colour 
could be used. For clarity I am not proposing the use of a coloured surface dressing treatment. A coloured 
surface dressing is where a standard black coloured tarmac is laid and an coloured surfaced is laid over the 
tarmac surface. In this scenario when the surface dressing wears away the black tarmac surface is exposed. 
With a coloured tarmac surface it would remain the same coloured as it is laid (subject to natural changes in 
colour caused by exposure to the natural environment).  
 
This link (https://tarmac.com/products/asphalt/ulticolour/?cs1_c=52.486243%2C-1.890401&cs1_z=7&cs1_p=) 
will take to the product information page of the product I am looking to use. It also shows you the range of 
colours that could be used. From my point of view I would be happy to use any of the colours shown on the 
webpage. By way of an example clicking here will take you to an example project using the product in question. 
The enclosed photo shows what the product looks like after a couple of years of weathering. 
 
Could you confirm whether or not the Parish Council wish to have this path lit? If you do then we will would use 
the same style of solar powered lighting used on the other link and incorporate its provision this into the design 
work. 
 
Once the plans are in a suitable position we will of course consult with the Parish Council on the proposals. 

 


