
LAVERSTOCK & FORD PARISH COUNCIL 
Application for Grant for Voluntary Organisations 

Local Government Act 1972, Section 137 

 
Please be advised that all applicants are invited to attend and address the 

Laverstock and Ford Parish Council Meeting deciding your application. 

Although this is not compulsory it is seen to be beneficial 

especially for grant applications over £500. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Council if you need help completing this application. 
 
 

1. Name of Organisation. 

Devenish Bradshaw Charitable Trust  

2. Amount of Grant Aid being requested. 

 
£700.00 

3. Please detail your project or activity and explain why you need this grant funding. 
 

 
The project involves establishing the first Chalkstream Challenge on the Salisbury (Hampshire) Avon within 
Laverstock and Ford Parish. We will work with our project partners Wessex Rivers Trust along with our 

volunteers to translate the tried and tested Chalkstream Challenge self-guide activity trails Chalk Stream 
Challenge (wessexrt.org.uk) to the River Bourne tributary from Laverstock and Ford Parish Council owned 

Whitebridge Spinney to the northern accessible stretch of the Bourne within our landholding. Once the trail is 
established we will monitor uptake and provide updates on usage to the Parish Council from web-site statistics.  
 
The funding from the Parish Council will pay the Wessex Rivers Trust to develop the trail from a rough outline 
map and test description (See below in italics with rough trail map) to a professional standard downloadable 

booklet and map (see example Chalk Stream Challenge - Route Guide (Whitchurch).pdf (hiwwt.org.uk) 
Devenish Bradshaw Charitable Trust will provide free technical input into the development of the text and also 
fund enhanced access to the river stops and watermeadows stops on our land. It also includes a small sum 
(£37) to pay for face painting materials we will use to engage with a wider group of young people at our 
Meadows Day event. The face painting activity will encourage children who don’t normally get involved with 
environmental activities to turn up at the event and provide feedback on the sorts of activities they would enjoy 
along the Challenge Trails. 
 
Total contribution from DBCT estimated at £500. This will fund tools, materials and signage to enhance the trail 
experience.  
 

 
The Bourne Trail through Laverstock (Outline text) 
 
Introu  The Hampshire or Salisbury Avon and its’ tributaries are one of the most biodiverse chalk river 
systems in the world. The majority of chalk streams are found in southern England with the Avon 
system being one of the finest examples. The Avon is noted as supporting more fish species than 
any other river system in the UK. This trail explores the River Bourne tributary of the Avon as it 
meanders between Laverstock and Salisbury through wet woodlands and wildflower meadows. 
 
1 We start our trail in a swamp..or is it a pond? In Whitebridge Spinney. Catch the 66 bus to 
Riverside Road, walk or cycle here. If you need to travel by car then there is limited parking along 
Manor Farm Road.  
Walk down Whitebridge Road to the small playing field and follow the path to the left of the play area. 
Then turn right onto the Board Walk and into the wet woodland of the Spinney. The right hand fork 
takes you to stop 1. Look carefully downwards and you may see some of the water life of this 
ephemeral pond busying itself amongst the rushes and reeds. When the river floods some big fish 
can arrive in the pool too. 2 Take the left hand fork on the board walk and you will come to the river. 
This stretch of river is deep and slow. Throw pooh sticks and time how quickly they flow down the 
river. Look carefully for fish patrolling in the depths. Grayling and the occasional Pike can be seen 

https://www.wessexrt.org.uk/page108.html
https://www.wessexrt.org.uk/page108.html
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-04/Chalk%20Stream%20Challenge%20-%20Route%20Guide%20%28Whitchurch%29.pdf


here amongst other fish species. The interpretation board has some recent survey data of other Big 
Fish found in the river. 3 The river is shallow here and faster flowing. Try throwing pooh sticks and 
time how fast they go. Also collect some water to see how clean and clear it is. 4 At the White Bridge 
don’t get too close to the bank edge but have a good look under the bridge for fish. This is where the 
fish survey was carried out and the Environment Agency sample the quality of the water. What might 
cause pollution in the river? Cross the road carefully and then have a look into the river upstream of 
the White Bridge. In the summer months river water crowfoot grows here in most years. The wavy 
strands of the crowfoot are a favoured hiding place for fish in the summer. During the winter fish cosy 
up amongst the fallen trunks and branches of the trees in the river. Why is it so unusual to see tree 
branches in rivers? 5 To get to this stop turn left along the road and walk up to Cow Lane before 
doubling back through a kissing gate into Laverstock Watermeadows. This is Barn Field. The land 
here has been built up with rubble smothering the original watermeadow underneath. At stop 5 take a 
well -earned rest on the bench and look for fish in the river and birds in the trees. A good place to see 
a Kingfisher, a Wagtail or a Cetti’s warbler or baby trout and salmon amongst the branches 6 The 
river dipping platform takes you  right over the river. The platform floods sometimes in the winter so 
only walk onto it when it is high and dry. This is a good place to net a bullhead or a minnow but 
please make sure you return your catch. Immediately up stream from the platform the river splits in 
two. This is where part of the river was diverted to power a Mill waterwheel. The wheel is long gone 
and the Mill is a private house but swans sometimes nest on the peninsula formed between the two 
river channels. From the dipping platform turn right through the access gate into the Nature Discovery 
Area and right again to reach a marshy pool 7 with an Otter sign in it saying “Shhh” Otters live here 
along with other shy water creatures. Some of the wildflowers that are recolonising the 
watermeadows can be seen  here. Water Mint, Fleabane and Brooklime. Retrace your steps and 
walk through the Nature Discovery Area. There is a “Climate Change” demonstrator which you can 
see in action on-line at Water Meadow owner’s website www.DBCT.org.uk Turn right out of the 
Nature Discovery Area and then right again. 8 have another rest on the bench and look across the 
Watermeadows to Willow Copse. In contrast to Whitebridge Spinney which is mostly made up of 
Alder trees, Willow Copse is mostly Willow trees. Willow Copse Meadow is favoured by herons and 
buzzards amongst other birdlife. Walk on past Boggy field and Bridge field. Boggy field is definitely 
worth a closer look in the spring and summer months as it has species of wildflowers not found 
anywhere else on the meadows including Water Avons and Orchids.  9 This area is one of the 
wettest bits of the watermeadows through the year yet it is a long way from the river. Springs at the 
end of Cow Lane gush flood waters down from groundwater below Salisbury into the meadows. This 
may explain why only the northern end of the watermeadows and the extreme southern end were 
“floated” by diverting water from the river across the meadows. No need to do this where water is 
gushing across the meadows from the hills! Have a look in the puddles below the bench in the early 
spring for frogspawn and tadpoles. 10 This is the top of a “Carrier” ditch which collected water from 
the floated meadow and brought it back to the river. The ditch is thick with sedges during the summer 
months .  11 Go into Narrow field and fall the grass path down to the river. To the left a small area 
has been fenced off to recolonise into wet woodland. Will it be an Alder Copse or a Willow Copse? 
Walk slowly along the river bank and you may be rewarded with some more species of fish. A brown 
trout? An eel on migration? Or even a salmon, the King of Fish?? Retrace your steps through Narrow 
Field. You are walking along an ancient trackway which was once one of the few places to cross the 
dense wet woodland and swamp before it was mostly cleared and formed into wildflower meadows. 
Turn right and then right again onto the cycle path. The cycle path bridge is a great place to play poo 
stick races. It is also a top spot to find yet more fish. Turn right at the end of the cycle path down 
Riverside Road. There are some fine views of the river, Willow Copse and the Watermeadows as you 
walk back to the Whitebridge.  
 
 
 

http://www.dbct.org.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. Please explain how your project or activity supports the Laverstock and Ford Parish Council’s Parish Plan. 

This is on the Laverstock and Ford Parish website http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk 
 

SCHOOLS AIM - Encourage schools to become more involved with the community and the 
community with the schools 
 
Part of the project – Access to River Bourne from Narrow field and associated activities will be developed and 
delivered with input from St Joseph’s School Staff and Students as part of their weekly Friday afternoon Duke 
of Edinburgh volunteer sessions with the Trust.We also have student volunteers from Wyvern St Edmunds 
school joining our Saturday morning working parties who will contribute to the project. 
 

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT AIM - Encourage wider concern for the environment in order to 
give better protection. 

http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk/


 
The project has been conceived by Wessex Rivers Trust and reworked by Devenish Bradshaw 
Charitable Trust so it raises awareness and concern for the precious chalk stream environment of the 
River Bourne and the wider Salisbury Avon particularly amongst school and youth group members 
but also the wider community.  
 

FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

AIM – Do more to involve young people in the community and explore the facilities most needed by 
children and young people in the Parish 
 
The project will provide an additional facility for young people . The activities are being designed in 

part with input from young people to ensure they are engaging, fun and instructive.  
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY AIM – Reduce the incidence of crime and anti-social behaviour and increase 
the sense of security among the residents. 
 
The activities will encourage young people to learn about and care for the local environment. Greater 
awareness and adoption of pro-environmental behaviours will help reduce common anti social 
behaviour such as littering and damaging access infrastructure. More people enjoying the river will 
also help reduce criminal activity and increase a sense of security in the area. 
 
 
 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY AIM – Develop a Community Spirit within and across the four different 
communities in the Parish 
 
The activities on the trail are being designed to include a greater sense of community spirit by 
referencing cultural as well as natural heritage of the area. By involving young people in development 
of the resources and completion of the activities they will benefit from a greater sense of community 
spirit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

5. Please explain how your project or activity meets the criteria set out in the Laverstock and Ford Parish 

Council’s Grant Policy. This is on the Laverstock and Ford Parish website http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk 
 

 
 
The applicant and delivery partner are both charitable organisations. 
 
This is a one off application. We were directed to apply for the community grant following discussion with the 
Parish Council Operations Committee about the project. We considered other options for applying for the grant 
but felt that the Parish Council community grant fund provided the best fit.  
 
 

 

6. Approximately how many of those who will benefit are Laverstock and Ford Parish residents? 
 

 
70 to 80 per cent. We will encourage youth groups from the Parish to utilise the trail along with local school 
children. 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What will be the total cost of the above project or activity?  

 

£1,300.00 

 

8. Have you applied for grant/s for this same project or activity to any other organisation/s? 

Please give details and dates when applications are allocated. 

 
No 

 
 
 
 
 

9. If the total cost of the project or activity is more than the grant being applied for, how will the residue 

be financed? 

 
From Single Payment Scheme  to Devenish Bradshaw Charitable Trust 

 
 

10. Name and Address of Contact. 
 

 
David Burton 
8 Riverside Close 
Laverstock  
Salisbury 
SP1 1QW 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Role with the applying organisation. Trustee 

T 

 

12. Telephone Number and email address of contact. 01722332130 david.burton82@outlook.com 

 

http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk/


13. Is the Organisation a Registered Charity? If yes, please give registration number. 

 
Yes 1177823 

 

14. Does the Organisation have a bank account? Yes 
 

Signed David Burton Date 11-06-2022 

 

You may use a further page of A4 to submit any further information which you feel will support this application. 

 

Please send this application to: 

Andrew Prince, Parish Clerk, Laverstock and Ford Parish Council, 

3 Pilgrims Way, Laverstock, Salisbury SP1 1RZ 
Email: parish-clerk@laverstock-ford.co.uk 

mailto:parish-clerk@laverstock-ford.co.uk

