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1.  Report Summary  

A report to councillors on developments regarding Longhedge Football Pitch and Changing Rooms. 

 

2. Background 

The plans for Longhedge include the provision of a grass football pitch and associated changing rooms, 

providing changing facilities and showers for two teams, plus referee and storage facilities.   The Parish 

Council understands that no football club has been found to take a lease on the pitch and changing rooms.  

The overheads for maintenance of the building and pitch are likely to be significant.  A virtual meeting was 

held for interested parties on 21st October 2021, with representatives from Wiltshire FA and Wiltshire 

Council present, as well as local residents and the Parish Council.  All agreed that a multi-purpose building 

which provided a meeting space, but could be configured as Changing Rooms but the use of internal screens, 

would better serve the community.  The Clerk requested a meeting with Vistry to discuss.  

 

3. Summary 

At a meeting with Vistry early in January, they seemed keen to explore ideas to support a multi-use building 

and agreed to look at presenting some revised plans for consideration.   

However, the Clerk has now received the following response from Vistrys Technical Manager:- 

Regarding the Changing facilities, and following responses from both Wiltshire FA and Football Foundation, 
it appears that the changing facilities design is at its most condensed and in terms of providing a more 
flexible space, this is almost impossible to implement, as safeguarding of these changing areas is 
paramount for community use. 
 
Unfortunately our Board have not sanctioned an extension or supplemental building to assist with the 
flexibility of the space due to planning complications and more specifically the timings around a further 
application. With this in mind can you confirm if the changing facilities as they are currently designed are 
something the Parish would still consider taking on? 
 
Apologies, I cant be more helpful in this case but given the parameters set way back at the start of the 
project and in light of the Wiltshire FA responses, this is the informed decision of the business. 

 

In the absence of a nominated club to take on a lease, the management and maintenance of the pitch and 

changing rooms will likely be transferred to the management company for the estate, if the Parish Council 

do not wish to accept responsibility for it.  

 

4. Recommendation 

That the Parish Council considers it’s response regarding acceptance of the pitch and changing rooms. 

 

 

 


