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1.  REPORT SUMMARY 
The report presenting findings from Wiltshire Council Highways regarding the A345 
between the Beehive Park and Ride Roundabout and the Longhedge Roundabout. 
 
2.  BACKGROUND 
The Parish Council supported requests for a traffic survey and investigations through 
CATG into signage and safety along this stretch of road.  Residents of Mynarski Close in 
particular, have raised concerns about the safety of the junction for traffic, and the safety 
of pedestrians. 
 
3.  SUMMARY 
A pavement linking Mynarski Close with the Longhedge development has now been 
constructed.  
A traffic survey was completed in November 2020 (attached Annex One), giving an 85th 
percentile speed of Northbound, 48.5mph and Southbound 40.4mph, Combined 
45.5mph.  Intervention is recommended above 46.1mph in a 40mph Zone. 
 
4.  CONCLUSIONS 
Wiltshire Council Highways Engineers have surveyed the stretch of road and presented 
the details to the Community Area Transport Group (Annex Two).  
Planning Enforcement are investigating the concerns regarding the visibility splay.  
The conclusions are that the current signage meets regulations and the traffic survey 85th 
centile does not meet the trigger point for further action.   
However, due to the concerns of residents, the Parish Council have been asked to 
consider the options for improvements given and whether they support proceeding with 
one of the schemes for improvement.  
CATG would consider any request to implement one of these schemes, but as the legal 
requirements have been met, there is no guarantee that they would agree to support, or 
contribute to funding of, the improvements.  
 
5.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
That the Parish Council considers whether to support a request for additional safety 
measures, and if so, which scheme is preferred. 
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ANNEX ONE 
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ANNEX TWO 
 
Briefing Note for Southern Wiltshire CATG 
 
A345 Longhedge to The Beehive – Review of Speed Limit Repeater Signs and 
Warning Signs 
 
Wiltshire Highways has been tasked to consider the above and provide proposals and an 
estimate for consideration by the CATG. 
 
Background information 

• The site is situated along an A Class Road between the roundabouts of the Longhedge 
development and the Park and Ride site at The Beehive. 

• This section of the route is subject to a 40 mph speed limit. 
• Street lighting is provided at both roundabouts but the section between these junctions 

is not lit. 
• There is one other road junction between the two roundabouts, to a small residential 

development named Mynarski Close, consisting of 10 dwellings. 
• There are also private access points to private dwellings and fields.  

 
Collision History, since the introduction of the 40 mph speed limit 
There has been no personal injury collisions recorded along this length since the 40 mph limit 
was introduced, to the end of June 2021, the most recent data available. 

Site Investigation & Observations. 
Whilst there is no longer a requirement to provide speed limit repeater signs, guidance on their 
use is set down in Chapter 3 of the Traffic Signs Manual.  It is Wiltshire’s best practice to place 
40 mph repeater signs at 250m intervals on opposite sides of the carriageway, which is over 
and above the suggested spacing of 350m, stated in Chapter 3.  Having measured the 
distances between the 4 sets of repeater signs placed here, we can confirm that these are 
placed within our own parameters, and no additional repeater signs are required.  These signs 
are also of the correct size and are in good serviceable condition. 
 
We have also considered the provision of the junction warning sign, placed to indicate the 
junction of Mynarski Close, for northbound vehicles.  Again, we consider this to be correctly 
positioned, and is placed within the tolerances specified within the manual.  We can confirm 
that this sign is the correct size for the estimated approach speeds, and like the repeater signs, 
it is also in good condition.  There is no junction warning sign provided for southbound vehicles, 
but the junction is clearly visible on approach and drivers are able to see vehicles waiting to 
turn out, or turn in, to the close. 
 
A final observation concerns the hedgerow planted along the front of the Mynarski Close plot. 
Whilst it is likely that this was planted by the developer to provide a sound buffer from the main 
road, and also to provide privacy, this is compromising the visibility splay for drivers when 
leaving the close. 
 
The image below taken prior to development shows an open view when looking south and the 
original line of hedgerow: 
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Post development, the visibility distance has been reduced: 
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Options for consideration 
 

1. Given that the repeater signs and the junction warning sign are specified and placed 
in a correct manner, an option to take no further action is a realistic consideration. 

2. Replace the signs to include the addition of yellow backing boards. 
3. Provide a series of carriageway roundel markings as an additional reminder of the 40 

mph speed limit and a “SLOW” marking alongside the junction warning sign. 
4. Approach the land-owner to request that the hedgerow fronting Mynarski Close is 

replanted at a greater distance from the edge of carriageway to improve visibility.   
 
Ball Park Estimates 
 
To replace speed limit repeater signs with yellow backing boards (8 number), inclusive of traffic 
management = £650.00 
 
To replace the junction warning sign with yellow backing board, inclusive of traffic 
management = £200.00 
 
To provide 8 x carriageway roundels and 1 x SLOWs, per measured item, inclusive of traffic 
management = £2050 
 
To provide 8 x carriageway roundels and 1 x SLOWs, installed on an ad-hoc basis = £750 
 
Under an ad-hoc arrangement, road markings are provided on a “done, when done” 
understanding, without incurring a gang establishment fee. 
 
 
 


