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 1. Report Summary  
A report to councillors regarding notification from the Land Registry of an application for 
registration of a person in adverse possession of land. 
 

2. Summary 
On 12th January 2022, the Parish Council received a postal notification from the Land Registry, that 
an application had been made for registration of a piece of land as shown in Annex One, by an 
individual claiming adverse possession.  The application is attached as Annex Two and states their 
possession has been ‘without consent, licence or permission of anyone at any time’ between the 
period 1st January 1995 to 28th September 2020.  The application was made to Land Registry at this 
time, but due to backlogs is only being processed now.  The Parish Council have been invited to 
comment. 
 

3. Conclusions 
The parcel of land identified forms two parcels east and west of the River Bourne.  The Acting Clerk 
is aware that a local organisation have recently been in discussions with the family of an individual 
who states he is the owner of the piece west of the river.  The organisation is interested in helping 
to manage the whole area for wildlife.  The family have been made aware of this application for 
adverse possession and are contacting their own solicitors for advice.  Several statements have 
been sent to the Parish Council in support of his ownership and are copied below as Annex 3. 
Local knowledge reported that the land east of the river was sold through Woolley and Wallis in the 
early ‘70’s.  The Acting Clerk has contacted Woolley and Wallis who recalled the sale and are 
conducting a search of their archives in order to alert the possible owner.   The Acting Clerk has 
received verbal reports from individuals disputing that this land has been occupied by the applicant 
for the length of time claimed.  Such individuals have been encouraged to respond to the Land 
Registry directly.  

 
4. Recommendations 

That the council considers it’s response to Land Registry regarding the application. 
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 ANNEX ONE  
 

 
 
 

  

London Road 

Ford Lane 
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ANNEX THREE 

I joined SDBKA in 1989 and he had ownership then and the poplar trees that he planted were at least 10 years old, 
possibly older. 
He presumably registered ownership with the Land Registry Office and records should be available to view at the 
Salisbury Council planning offices at Bourne Hill? 
 
I am contacting you on behalf of Salisbury and District Beekeepers Association (SDBKA) to inform you of 
our support for XXXXXXX's claim to this land.  It was for a great many years the site of the SDBKA training 
apiary, and the beehives are still on the site, although XXXXXX has not been able to care for them for 
several years, as his health declined.  XXXXXXX planted the trees on the site.  Around two thirds of them 
came down in the bad storm we had 6 of 7 seven years ago, and XXXXX had them cleared, so he has been 
managing the site actively until relatively recently.  A few years ago travellers moved onto the site.  XXXXX 
did his best to secure access to the site, but by then he was in poor health, and was unable to get them 
moved off his land.  
I have been a member of the Association for only 14 years, but some of our former members have known 
XXXXXXX for 50 or 60 years, and will know exactly when he bought the land. Unfortunately most of these 
are of a similar age to XXXXX, so I dont know how able they will be to provide witness statements. But the 
land undoubtedly belongs to XXXXX, and we will do anything we are able to support his claim.  
 
More information to inform the Parish Council debate on Monday evening about this matter.  The trees were 
harvested a year or so after they were blown down in the St Valentine’s Day storm of 2014. XXXX is hunting 
down the forester who carried out the work on behalf of XXXXX as a witness to the fact that XXXXX is the 
owner occupier and there were no other persons present as occupiers on this site during the lengthy process 
of tree harvesting and instruction. Demonstrating the falsity of this Adverse Occupation Claim. 
  
 


