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LAVERSTOCK & FORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Report for Agenda Item 21.109 (1) 
 
Subject: Grant Application – Old Sarum Community Centre 
Date:   15th July 2021. 
Author: Andrew Prince, Parish Clerk. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. Report Summary. 
 

1.1 This Report presents an Application for a Grant by the Old Sarum and 
Longhedge Community Fridge.  

 
2. Background. 
 

2.1 Laverstock and Ford Parish Council has a Grant Policy that permits grants to 
be given to organisations that support Parish Plan priorities and that benefit 
residents of the Parish in accordance with the powers granted by Section 
137 of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 
2.2 At the 1st July 2021 there is £6,925.71 remaining in the grant budget. 

 
3. Application 
 

3.1 At the time of the application the Old Sarum and Longhedge Community 
Fridge did not have a bank account. Until this is in place the grant would 
have to be paid to the Old Sarum Community Centre CIO. 

 
3.2 The Application is attached. 
 

 
4. Recommendation. 
 

4.1 That the Council approve a grant of £907 to the Old Sarum and Longhedge 
Community Fridge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



LAVERSTOCK & FORD PARISH COUNCIL 
Application for Grant for Voluntary Organisations 

Local Government Act 1972, Section 137 
 

Please be advised that all applicants are invited to attend and address the 
Laverstock and Ford Parish Council Meeting deciding your application. 

Although this is not compulsory it is seen to be beneficial 
especially for grant applications over £500. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Council if you need help completing this application. 
 
 

1. Name of Organisation. 
 

Old Sarum and Longhedge Community Fridge 

2. Amount of Grant Aid being requested. 
 

£907 

3. Please detail your project or activity and explain why you need this grant funding. 
 

 
We are starting a community fridge outside Old Sarum Community Centre.  
 
The principle behind community fridges is simple – local businesses and residents donate any 
surplus food to the fridge which then can be accessed by those in need.  
 
The reason we are hoping to start this now is because over the last 18 months we have become 
acutely aware of a growing need to support and provide local residents with food and nutritious 
options in Old Sarum and Longhedge.  
 
Community Fridges not only feed people and provide healthy and nutritious options for those who 
might normally not have a choice, but it also significantly reduces food waste.  
 
For both of these reasons we are looking now to establish a community fridge that can sustainably 
support local residents, whilst also positively impacting the ecological damages caused by food 
waste.  
 
This grant will enable us to set up and run a community fridge that will feed families and individuals in 
need.  
 

 

4. Please explain how your project or activity supports the Laverstock and Ford Parish Council’s Parish Plan. 
This is on the Laverstock and Ford Parish website http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk 
 

The parish plan states that 'neighbourhoods in which residents do things together are also places 
where people help one another' and that 'the evidence suggests that engendering ‘community spirit’ 
can have an indirect or cumulative effect on other key issues such as Protecting the Environment, 
Impact of schools, Community safety.' 
 
We strongly believe that starting a community Fridge would help stimulate community spirit and 
create a caring environment on our estates. It would be locally run with the aim of serving the local 
community. Community Fridges have proven to be catalysts for community innovation and cohesion. 
Across the country community fridges have given rise to numerous community groups and activities, 
such as, cooking lessons, community gardens with composting, food co-operatives, and community 
meals. The Fridge would provide an excellent and straightforward opportunity for local residents to 
support their neighbours and community by donating food and support.  



 
 
Prior to COVID we were delivering food parcels and emergency food boxes to households across Old 
Sarum and Longhedge on a monthly basis. With COVID this demand has only increased. We are 
now giving out food to households on a weekly basis and acutely aware of the need and struggles 
households are facing in our community.  
The parish plan also clearly states a desire to 'seek ways to support vulnerable residents in our 
parish communities'. The plan also outlines that Old Sarum is one of the most deprived in the Parish 
and needs more support for its vulnerable residents but that they also want to 'support and 
encourage volunteers to run clubs and groups'.  
 
There are now currently 34 local households accessing food bags each week who would be directed 
to the community fridge for ongoing support and access to nutritious food.  
We are aware that households who are struggling financially are often unable to buy fruit and 
vegetables because of the cost and principally buy processed food. It has also been noted that some 
households are usure of what to do with vegetables. It will be important to for the Community Fridge 
to promote healthy eating and therefore supply recipes and potentially cooking lessons that empower 
and equip people to eat healthily. Information from other community fridges across the country and 
conversations we have had with local supermarkets indicate that we would receive predominantly 
fruit and vegetables. This will give us a great platform to encourage a healthy diet and lifestyle.  
 
Finally, as a consequence of these elements above community fridges also significantly reduce food 
waste. There are currently not that many solutions for redistributing perishable foods, such as bread, 
fruit and veg, which are the most commonly wasted food items. The Food and Agricultural 
Organisation estimated that 6.7 million tonnes of food is wasted every year in the UK, which totals to 
costs of £10.2 billion. A single local community fridge in Frome was able to reduce food waste by 
more than 2.5 tonnes in their first year. The Fridge Community Network record that on average each 
community fridge site is visited by over 200 people a month - though that number can climb to about 
1,000 visitors for busier locations. This would wholly support and complement the agricultural nature 
of our Parish.   
 
 
In summary, we are acutely aware of the growing need to support and provide local residents with 
food and nutritious options. It will be a hub that draws the local community together and will provide 
opportunities to promote a healthy lifestyle, as well as empower the community to think of other 
innovative and valuable ways to stop hunger and encourage a healthy lifestyle. Whilst also 
significantly tackling food waste.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

5. Please explain how your project or activity meets the criteria set out in the Laverstock and Ford Parish 
Council’s Grant Policy. This is on the Laverstock and Ford Parish website http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk 

 
 
We firmly believe that this grant will have a huge and lasting benefit for the residents of the Parish 
and help to achieve the Parish Plans.  
 
Further to the reasons outlined above, we are confident ‘the project the grant will support is deemed 
to provide a measurable improvement to the community of the Parish and meet the overarching aim 
of the grant scheme.’ In order to show this, we have created a steering group, made up of local 
residents and charities to give oversight to the community fridge but also record and measure 
empirical evidence that will directly show impact on the community.  
 
All food that is collected, put inside the fridge, and taken out will be recorded, this means we can 
report the numbers using the Fridge and amount of food being saced. There will be feedback forms 
for users to fill out and social media sites for people to comment and make suggestions. We have 
also connected with the Salisbury Foodbank to look into ways that we can partner to help combat 
food poverty on the estates. They will share their statistics of users of the foodbank from Old Sarum 
and Longhedge so we will be able to see its wider impact. 
 
The steering group will meet quarterly to assess these numbers and will invite feedback from the 
community and users. The group can then monitor that the use of the grant is being used effectively 
and appropriately. They can then also receive any training they may need such as in health and 
safety, food handling and safeguarding. 
 
To ensure that all users and volunteers are safe, any volunteers will have to complete a safeguarding 
course online before they start helping out with the community fridge. DBS checks will not be 
necessary, as they will be not working with children or adults and contact between users and 
volunteers will be minimal. Safeguarding will be overseen by the steering group and ultimately the 
Community Fridge Coordinator. We have outlined volunteer roles and duties as, 
- Collection of food from donors and logging items into the fridge. 
-  Fridge cleaning and monitoring. 
-  Local fridge promotion and social media. 
 
We want to see the community fridge become financially sustainable in the long-term. The steering 
group have outlined and identified several plans to help the fridge be financially sustainable. Such as 
funding from local donors, food retailers and businesses, as well as organising events and 
fundraisers.  
 
Over the last 2 years there has been a growing need on Old Sarum and Longhedge estates to 
support households struggling with food poverty, which has been amplified by COVID. A community 
fridge is a sustainable and innovative response to support those most vulnerable in our Parish and 
improve the local community. 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Approximately how many of those who will benefit are Laverstock and Ford Parish residents? 
 

The primary aim and focus is to support residents from Old Sarum and Longhedge. The motivation 
arose from a local awareness, the fridge will be run by local residents and will primarily concentrate 
on local residents. We wholeheartedly want to benefit residents from this Parish.  
 
 
 

7. What will be the total cost of the above project or activity? 
8.  

Itemised Expenditure Cost Income 

Shed £400 South Wiltshire Area Board 



Fridge £400  

Fitting and installation 
outdoor sockets 

£180  

Volunteer Training (Food 
Handling) 

£80  

Lock for Shed £17  

Community Fridge Network 
Membership 

£70  

Public Liability Insurance  £160  

 
 

9. Have you applied for grant/s for this same project or activity to any other organisation/s? 
Please give details and dates when applications are allocated. 

We have applied to the South Wiltshire Area Board for £400 to go towards purchasing a shed that 
will house the fridge.  

 
 

10. If the total cost of the project or activity is more than the grant being applied for, how will the residue 
be financed? 

 
 
 

11. Name and Address of Contact. 
William Burditt 
21 Robin Road 
Old Sarum 
Salisbury 
SP4 6GJ 

 
 

12. Role with the applying organisation. 
Old Sarum and Longhedge Community Fridge coordinator 

 

13. Telephone Number and email address of contact. 
 
mob: 07757230291 
21 Robin Road 
Salisbury 
SP4 6GJ 

 
 

14. Is the Organisation a Registered Charity? If yes, please give registration number. 
No 

 

15. Does the Organisation have a bank account? 
 

Pending 
 

Signed 
W.Burditt Date 29.06.21 

 


