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LAVERSTOCK AND FORD PARISH COUNCIL 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY REPORT 

 

Aim:  That the Parish Council will aim to make a positive contribution to protecting and enhancing 

the local and global environment.  

 

1. Background 

The international Environmental Management System defines an environmental policy as ““A 

statement of the overall intentions and direction of an organisation related to its environmental 

performance as formally expressed by top management. The environmental policy provides a 

framework for action and for the setting of environmental objectives and environmental targets1”.  

 

 

2. Policy Considerations 

It is advisable to write a short one-page Environmental Policy. This should be reviewed annually and 

communicated to all staff and councillors. The plan should be considered in all decisions made by the 

Council, Staff and its Committees. A separate Action Plan should be written with objectives that set 

out how targets will be met2. 

 

The following suggestions are made that may be achievable for the Parish Council to meet. The first 

three items are widely accepted as the minimum commitment3 

 

a. Meet all relevant environmental legislation and regulations. 

The forthcoming Environmental Bill will set legally binding environmental targets in four 

priority areas (Air Quality, Biodiversity, Water and Resource Efficiency and Waste 

Reduction)45.  

 

Other relevant laws include: Control of Pollution Act 1974, Environmental Protection Act, 

Wildlife and Countryside Act, Weeds Act 1959, Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservations 

Areas) Act 1990, National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, Countryside and 

Rights of Way Act 2000, Climate Change Act 2008, Planning and Energy Act 2008, Energy Act 

2020. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://www.iso.org/files/live/sites/isoorg/files/store/en/PUB100371.pdf 
2 environmental_policy_fact-sheet_0.pdf (haringey.gov.uk) 
3 Environmental_Policy_Guidance_Jan_12.pdf (brighton-hove.gov.uk) 
4 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/
25-year-environment-plan.pdf 
5 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1032472
/25yep-progress-report-2021.pdf 

https://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/environmental_policy_fact-sheet_0.pdf
https://ww3.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/brighton-hove.gov.uk/files/downloads/procurement/Environmental_Policy_Guidance_Jan_12.pdf
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b. Prevention of pollution 

There are five types of pollution that the council should consider, these are air, water, noise, 

light and smell6.  

 

The committee should consider its own impact on pollution, the impact of residents using 

open space and encouragement of residents and businesses.  

 

c. Commitment to continuous improvement 

The policy should be regularly reviewed to ensure its effectiveness. With new relevant 

information, research and policy being published regularly, it is best practice to commit to 

continuous improvement.  

 

d. Use water, energy, and other natural resources in an efficient manner. 

The committee should consider its own use of resources as well as the encouragement of 

residents and businesses to use resources in an efficient manner78.   

 

e. Protecting the environment within parish council land and encouraging residents to 

consider biodiversity in their actions 

UK National Ecosystem Assessment (NEA) found that nature is undervalued in decision making 

– over 40% of priority habitats are in decline and 30% of priority species were declining9. The 

NEA also found that biodiversity had a wide set of benefits further that the obvious which 

includes protection from natural disasters, regulation of water, pollination of crops and 

regulation of our climate.  

 

The Council should therefore aim to conserve and enhance the Parish’s natural environment. 

The Council can achieve this by improving its own parks and open spaces, encouraging the 

creation of green corridors and working with parish residents.  

 

f. Minimise waste and recycle all waste where appropriate.  

Research shows that landfill sites contribute to both soil and water pollution in addition to 

producing harmful gases such as CO2 and methane10. By minimising waste and promoting 

recycling, the council can reduce its impact.  

 

Consideration should be made to the councils own actions and the refuse facilities provided 

around the parish.  

 

 

 

 
6 https://www.bhibcouncils.co.uk/uncategorised/the-5-types-of-pollution-and-how-your-council-can-help-
reduce-them/ 
7 https://www.ukgbc.org/resource-use/ 
8 https://www.sustainabilityexchange.ac.uk/wrap-on-course-for-zero-waste 
9 UK NEA (unep-wcmc.org) 
10 https://www.thisiseco.co.uk/news_and_blog/how-councils-can-reduce-landfill-waste.html 

http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/
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g. Consider sustainability within the neighbourhood plan and consider supporting planning 

applications that prioritise sustainability 

The Parish Council should consider supporting applications that encourage the construction 

of sustainable and lifelong housing. This includes the provision of housing that provides 

sustainable access to local services, green space, transport and employment. By encouraging 

such development the impact on the natural environment can be minimised or mitigated.  

 

h. Encourage the sustainable use of transport 

Transport is currently the biggest contributor to greenhouse gases in the UK with illegal levels 

of air pollution damaging people’s health11. Additionally, young people are not taking up 

driving in the same numbers compared to those in the older generations.  

 

The parish council should consider promoting affordable, integrated and sustainable transport 

championing technology that has a positive impact. The council should also consider those in 

the rural areas in the parish to stop transport poverty and black spots12.  

 

i. Use of non-toxic products (e.g. biodegradable cleaning products and VOC-free paints) 

The council should consider a commitment to using non-toxic products including banning 

pesticide and herbicide use. In addition, the council should consider contractors are held to 

the same standards.  

 

j. Work with clients and suppliers to encourage high environmental standards 

To ensure the Parish Council works with sustainable partners and suppliers the committee 

should consider all businesses that bid for a contract to supply goods of services must provide 

an environmental policy and action plan with their tenders. Any businesses that do not 

provide environmental policies and an action plan must be discounted.  

 

k. Raise awareness and training employees and councillors on environmental issues 

Training and keeping up to date on environmental issues allows for the Action Plan to be 

regularly improved.  

 

3. Recommendation 

To deliver this Policy, the Committee should select objectives and form a one page policy document. 

Once this is completed, the Committee, with the assistance of Officers, should create an Action Plan. 

This plan will detail how the Council will meet its policy. The plan should include deadlines to ensure 

that the Council makes progress and is held accountable for its actions.  

 

The Operations Officer has complied a library of relevant documentation and guidance that may assist 

the Committee in its creation of the Environmental Policy and Action Plan.  

 
11 https://bettertransport.org.uk/sites/default/files/strategy-2019-2024.pdf 
12 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/953951/
Transport_and_inequality_report_document.pdf 


