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1. Background 

There is currently one allotment within the Parish boundary located at Cow Lane. Although the 

site is owned by Laverstock and Ford Parish Council it is managed by Salisbury City Council. The 

site currently has a 30 year waiting list (on average one allotment becomes available each year, 

there are 30 people on the waiting list). The allotments aren’t exclusively for the use of residents 

of Laverstock and Ford Parish Council, however the other allotment sites within Salisbury are 

exclusively for residents of Salisbury City Council. As a result residents within the Parish are 

disadvantaged when trying to find an allotment site.  

 

The parish has been approached by several residents regarding allotments. The Small Holdings 

and Allotments Act 1908 prescribes a duty on councils to provide allotments for parishioners if 

six people request them although gives no time limit.  

 

The Council has previously approached Alabare in Old Sarum however they are not allowed to 

sub-let land.  

 

An additional consideration is the net gain to biodiversity the establishment of allotment 

provides. Research published in ‘Nature’ found that allotments were hotspots for pollinators and 

had high pollinator diversity1. 

 

It is worth noting that once a Parish Council or other authority designates land as allotments it 

receives a special protection. They cannot be used for any other purpose or sold without consent 

of the Secretary of State.  

 

 

2. Potential Sites 

a. Castle Hill Country Park (CHCP) 

The Land Trust are currently working on creating a community garden at CHCP. As part of 

this project, the Land Trust have discussed creating allotments alongside so that residents 

can graduate from the community garden to allotments when they have gained necessary 

skills. The area currently designated for a community garden is larger than required.  

 

Hannah Bosence has confirmed that The Land Trust would be interested in working with 

the Parish Council to create allotments. The base of discussions is that the Council would 

create the allotments and they would then be managed by the Land Trust. The Land Trust 

hopes that any income raised in rent would help to fund the community garden.  

 

A benefit of siting the allotments at CHCP, planning permission would not be required2. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-018-0769-y 
2 https://www.swcaa.co.uk/information/set-site 
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b. Laverstock 

The Devenish Bradshaw Charitable Trust has been approached to see if any of their land is 

suitable for the creation of allotments. Although they do not currently own land that is 

suitable, they have indicated that they are hoping to acquire more land and would be open 

to collaborating with the Council to obtain allotment land.  

 

c. Alternative Sites 

There is a limit on the land within the parish that could site allotments. The Council could 

approach local landowners to purchase a potential site. There is a limited amount of 

agricultural land within the Parish, predominantly located within Ford. In creating allotments 

from agricultural land, services would also need to be established along with works such as 

vehicular access and car parking facilities.  

 

3. Finance 

If the Committee believes that allotments would be of benefit to the community, there is 

currently a CIL Fund that could potentially be used for the project.  

 

4. Management 

It should be considered whether the Council have the capacity to take on management and funds 

of an allotment site at this time. An allotment site at the Country Park would allow for both 

administrative and physical management to be undertaken by the Land Trust. Working with the 

Devenish Bradshaw Trust would potentially allow for the management to be shared. If the Council 

were to acquire land itself for allotments the management would need to be taken in house or a 

community group created to take on management.  

 

The Council should also consider whether a potential allotment site should be restricted to the 

use of residents from the Parish only. 


