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Background

This is a development of the Conservation Plan dated 
6th December 2013.

For the full background to this management plan, please 
refer to the Conservation Plan which sets out the history 
of the site, analyses its significance and sets out general 
principles for its conservation.

Conservation

Conservation is the management of change in a 
sustainable manner so as to pass on cultural value to 
future generations.

Summary
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Old Sarum Airfield and its Special Historical 

Interest

Old Sarum Airfield is an active aerodrome with a flying 
field and associated military buildings which date from 
World War I through to the cold war period. 

It is located near to the Old Sarum Hill Fort, which is 
a nationally important archeological Iron Age site and 
scheduled ancient monument, and is also close to the 
road known as Portway, which follows the approximate 
line of a Roman road.

The special interest and significance of Old Sarum 
Airfield lies mainly in:

• Its continuous use as an active flying field since the 
First World War.

• The visible connection between the three remaining 
World War I hangars (one was destroyed by fire in 
1987) and the grass flying field.

• The special architectural and/or historical interest in 
the hangars and some interwar buildings .

Detracting from this Interest

The following aspects detract from the historical interest:

• The changing setting of the hangars and grass 
runway, due to the construction of modern industrial 
units around the hangars.  

• The adaptation and changing use of historic buildings  
have reduced the ability to understand the site’s 
historical interest. 

• The poor condition of buildings on the site, especially 
Hangar 3.

• Uncertainty about continuation of flying activity.

• Clutter between the hangars and the flying field 
obscuring the relationship between them.

1923 - 1925

Parameters for change

The local plan supports sympathetic new development 
on the airfield perimeter, including high quality residential 
use, supported by: 

• An agreed Conservation Management Plan for Old 
Sarum Airfield  to sustain and enhance its heritage 
assets.

• The retention of flying activity at the airfield in a way 
which is reasonably controlled in the interests of 
local amenity.

Conservation Management Plan: Development 
Framework

This Conservation Management Plan for Old Sarum 
Airfield has been commissioned by the operators of 
Old Sarum Airfield to provide a pro-active strategy 
for management and change to the Old Sarum 
Conservation Area and areas around it which were part 
of the Airfield historically.

The Management Plan proposes a Development 
Framework which addresses the following issues:

• Maintaining flying activity 

• Improvements to public access 

• Improvements to presentation of the historic 
relevance of the flying field and associated 
aerodrome buildings

• Repairs and Regeneration

• Improving the setting of Old Sarum Scheduled 
Monument

• Community benefits

This is in accord with Core Policy 9 of the South 
Wiltshire Core Strategy Plan, now Core Policy 23 of the 
Wiltshire Core Strategy Plan.

The Management Plan describes how a sensitively 
designed phased development can be used to improve 
the setting of the Scheduled Ancient Monument,  listed 
buildings and the Conservation Area and benefit the 
community by creating improved access, additional 
facilities and timely repairs to Hangar 3.  

Progress so far: Since the Conservation Area 
was created, the airfield owners have invested 
substantially in maintaining flying at the airfield. 
This has enabled the move of the Boscombe 
Down Aviation collection into Hangar 2. The 
owners have arranged and funded airshows, 
vintage fly-ins, vintage motoring events at the 
airfield and have introduced a broader range 
of activity such as sky diving. All of these have 
brought greatly increased numbers of visitors to 
the airfield all of whom have been introduced to 
its historic significance.

Overview
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The Conservation Management Plan is based on:

• research and analysis set out in  the Conservation 
Plan 

• recommended Policies for Management in  the 
Conservation Plan

• outputs from the Inquiry by Design process

The strategic aim is to conserve the airfield in the long 
term by maintaining its core activity, flying, bringing the 
historic buildings into good repair and beneficial use and 
improving the setting both of the historic buildings and 
of Old Sarum Scheduled Monument.

The Framework accords with the local planning 
authority Core Planning Policy 9 and the subsequent 
LDF Inspector’s report which confirms opportunities for 
development within the current airfield site.

Development in accordance with Core Policy 9 (of 
the South Wiltshire Strategy Plan)

• 3 potential areas for development  on Old Sarum 
airfield are identified in Core Policy 9 of the South 
Wiltshire Core Strategy Plan, now Core Policy 23 of 
the Wiltshire Core Strategy Plan.

• Area A is at the western end of the buildings on what 
was the pyrotechnic area. Its development would 
mirror the historic housing at the eastern end and 
combined with landscaping and the restoration of the 
line of the roman road would enhance the setting of 
Old Sarum hill fort and the airfield by screening the 
modern industrial buildings.

• Area B is the southern edge of the airfield buildings 
on their boundary with the flying field either side of 
the WWI hangars. This is the space for a new control 
tower/visitors centre, to create more hangerage, 
and improve the setting of and access to the WWI 
hangars. It is in two halves, one either side of the 
grass approach from the airfield to the listed hangars

• Area C is on the south eastern boundary of the 
airfield adjacent to the village of Ford. The contours 
of the site mean it will not be seen from the WWI 
airfield buildings and will not affect their setting. 
Development here is a continuation of the historic 
house building in this village.

Plan for the site showing areas A, B and C

Reproduced from June 2006 Ordnance Survey DXF mapping with the 
permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office, ©Crown 
Copyright DPDS Consulting Group, Old Bank House, 5, Devizes Road, Old 
Town, Swindon. Wiltshire. SN1 4BJ. Licence No AL 100018937
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Ownership

The Airfield land forms part of a farmstead bought by 
the Air Ministry after WW1. When it ceased to be an 
active RAF/Army airfield the land was sold to a number 
of owners. 

All of these owners have been consulted in the 
development of this plan, have commented 
and expressed support for the Conservation 
Management Plan 

OSAF Projects Ltd 

Southside Court Ltd

Birchmere Group Ltd 

Wessex Archaeology

Defence Infrastructure Organisation

Toogoods Property Services Ltd

Service Development Holdings Ltd

Ultimate Racecar Experience

Primary Commercial Investments Ltd

Wessex RFCA

Herriard Estates 

David Clarke (Clarke’s Instruments)

Old Sarum Airfield Ltd
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Maintaining flying activity is one of the core 
objectives of the plan, but with controls on noise 
and night flying. 

The control of noise is most easily achieved by 
managing types of aircraft and frequency of operation. 
The airfield owner has managed this carefully over 
recent years which has resulted in a significant reduction 
in complaints. The noise decibel contours provided by 
aviation specialists concur with the experience of people 
living near the site, from comments made at the open 
day. Moving the flying strip 50m south will also help.

There are at present no controls on flying activity apart 
from those attached to the CAA licence for the airfield.

Most complaints about aircraft noise come from people 
living in Stratford sub Castle, about a mile away from the 
end of the runway, because aircraft put their first turn in 
there after take off. This becomes particularly annoying  
if a trainee pilot is doing “bumps”, touching the grass 
with their aircraft wheels, then taking off again, doing 
one circuit and repeating the process. 

The proposed section 106 agreement which 
would be attached to a planning consent for 
development on the airfield will provide a means 
for managing the type and frequency of flying 
activity so as to minimise noise nuisance from 
the flying activity.

Maintaining Flying Activity
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Flying Shows

• A successful flying show was held in 2008 in aid of 
the Parachute Regiment. Another airshow is being 
held in 2014. 

• Vintage aircraft owners flew in and provided a 
spectacular display. All expressed interest in the 
idea of a regular show as they are attracted by the 
use of a grass field, which is more in keeping with 
the aircraft that they fly. 

• Vintage fly-ins and vintage car meetings are also 
regularly held at the airfield.

• There are a number of issues regarding access and 
parking to be sorted out but there is a clear appetite 
for one or possibly two shows a year. 

• Encouraging historic aircraft to visit flying shows is 
a good way to let the aviation world know what is 
available. This will expand the scope of flying activity 
on the airfield which is the key to its long term 
conservation.

• Other means are through the pilot network and 
through making and improving contacts with 
other active flying venues such as Duxford and 
Goodwood.

• Flying shows will be good for the local economy and 
will present the historic assets of the Airfield to a 
much larger number of people.

Facilities and parking will be put in place that 
encourage flying shows at the airfield. These 
facilities will include the creation of a new 
restaurant, new control tower and significant 
additional parking.

‘Support Our Paras’ airshow. Copyright: Paul Johnson, Flightline UK
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Aircraft operators and their crews/passengers will be 
encouraged to use the airfield through the provision of 
better facilities. 
These will include:

• A new control tower sited to give better visibility and 
command of the local airspace and with inclusive 
access

• A Visitor centre, which would include explanation and 
interpretation of the site

• A larger Café/restaurant to replace the existing 
hut and to make provision not only for aviators and 
workforce from the site but also for visitors, and open 
to local residents and the general public.

• This will be the base for the existing flying training 
schools and include the wheelchair access flying 
training school.

• It is likely that these facilities would be combined 
in one new building, both to control access 
and parking provision but also to get the most 
economical use from the facilities provided.

• In view of development of airborne forces in  
Wiltshire, we are proposing a parachute centre in 
the area. Other aviation related uses such as the 
development of an aviation archive and reference 
facility able to store and safeguard some of the 
irreplaceable materials such as those held by 
the Royal Aeronautical Society, BAE Systems, 
Rolls-Royce, the Royal Air Force, other aviation 
organisations, institutions and private donors.

• New, private hangars are proposed in area B, which 
will be designed to be sympathetic to the architecture 
of the historic buildings, helping to screen the poor 
quality modern buildings fronting the airfield. These 
hangars will be sold to private individuals to house 
historic aircraft. It is anticipated that the hangars will 
also include residential pods on their north side for 
use by the owners of the aircraft.

The buildings will be designed to be sympathetic 
to the architecture of the historic buildings in 
the Conservation Area and will enhance the 
southern elevation of industrial buildings facing 
the airfield.

Create New Aviation Facilities
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Plan for Proposed Development (B1)

Other aviation related uses
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Plan for Proposed Development (B2)



Feilden+Mawson 6731 Old Sarum Airfield /June 2014 13 of 26

• The Boscombe Down Aviation Collection has been 
able to move to Old Sarum because the airfield 
owners have supported them so as to increase the 
airfield activity and flying interest.

• The Boscombe Down Aviation Collection has been 
moved to the airfield since the original Conservation 
Plan was drafted.

• The move into one half of Hangar 2 is proving a 
success and the forward plan is to expand the 
collection and museum to take over all of Hangar 2.

• This will enable inclusion of flying aircraft in the 
collection. 

• Airfield operators support the museum by providing 
and paying for historic flying aircraft to stand in 
Hangar 2.

• This will also be a good site for detailed displays 
giving explanation and interpretation of the site, 
supported by the existing cadre of museum guides.

• Site access, roadways and parking need to be 
improved to support the museum.

The aircraft museum needs to expand and will 
be an important part of the Old Sarum Airfield 
experience.

Boscombe Down Aviation Collection and 
Museum

Bosomb Aircraft Museum from source http://www.boscombedownaviationcollection.co.uk/

• There is a opportunity to use these facilities as a 
place to teach the skills required to maintain, repair 
and possibly fabricate historic aircraft.  

• This would build on similar activity within the 
boatbuilding industry which has proved successful

• The Airfield has previously been used for aircraft 
manufacture

• There is an example in the Boscombe Down Aviation 
collection, albeit with a dummy engine. This activity 
would be part of the effort to attract increased visits 
from historic aircraft enthusiasts and the public, 
particularly school parties.

• Through the repair of Hangar 3 we would like to 
develop training in the traditional craft skills and then 
on the same principles develop the repair of historic 
aircraft.

Aircraft under repair in Hangar 2

Creating a Centre of Excellence
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Improved Entrance to Site

• The original guard house which stood at the entrance 
to the site has been lost and the main entrance is 
undistinguished. 

• There can be congestion at the traffic lights

• There is an opportunity to create a better entrance 
from the Portway, that will give a better presence 
to the airfield entrance and reduce interaction with 
industrial estate users and the housing to the north.

• The airfield owners are in discussion with the owner 
of the entrance to the airfield to enable improvements 
to be put in place. 

• Old Sarum is one of few airfields that specifically 
provide for flying by people in wheelchairs and has 
provision both landscape and airside which will be 
improved.

• Improve and extend the current facilities to continue 
to help people with physical disabilities to train to 
fly light aircraft. This will be achieved by ensuring all 
new buildings have inclusive access, and by making 
improvements to existing buildings and by providing 
funding for activities that enable participation in the 
activities on site by those with disability.

• New flying facilities will aim to make this provision as 
accessible and inclusive as possible.

• Improve links with public transport and the Beehive 
Park and Ride site, which will include a new footpath 
from the Beehive to the visitor and site interpretation 
centre.

• Improve signage and wayfinding particularly from the 
Portway.

Roads, parking, footpaths and signage wll be 
improved to provide inclusive access.

Inclusive Public Access
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Better Car Parking

Car parking is currently insufficient, in the wrong places 
and uncontrolled. 

• Arrival by car and the increased numbers of cars, 
particularly for events such as airshows needs to be 
planned and managed.

• not all parking need be permanent

• bicycles will be provided for

• some parking for wheelchair users should be located 
near the new flying club and where occupants can 
see the flying field.

Interconnecting footpaths will be needed.

Current parking conditions at Airfield

• The road between the hangar areas and the technical 
areas is part of the original airfield and does not read 
well.

• It is visually blocked along its length which creates a 
negative impact.

• The trees are growing too large ( and possibly 
causing cracking in some buildings.) 

• Reopening view along the road for its full length and 
a programme of regular tree surgery will improve 
the legibility of the site, the setting of the original 
buildings and reduce damage to the buildings from 
the trees.

The intention is to reopen the vista along the 
road and manage the trees as part of a cohesive 
landscape improvement plan for the airfield as a 
whole.

Improve the road behind the Hangars

Road behind hangars
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The Green Lane

• The green lane on the eastern boundary will be 
uplifted to make it more accessible.

• It provides an important link between Ford and the 
airfield site.

• A number of utilities run under the Green Lane and 
access to those utilities must be maintained.

• It is proposed that use will be restricted to bicycles, 
maintenance vehicles and public transport. This 
needs further discussion.

• It may be necessary to upgrade the surface of the 
Green Lane to make it capable of use throughout the 
year.
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The Setting of the Historic Hangars

• The setting of the WWI hangars has been identified 
as a key part of their cultural significance, in 
particular the relationship between the hangars and 
the grass flying field.

• Re-establishing the views from the boundary will 
improve appreciation of the setting of the hangars. 

• The clutter in front of the Hangars needs to be 
cleared or where not possible adapt the later 
additions to be more in keeping with the hangar 
setting

• The existing concrete aprons and road ways will be 
retained and upgraded for practicality.

• In the long term all buildings apart from the original 
squadron offices to be removed as they become 
redundant to recreate the original relationship 
between the hangars and the flying field.

• Two viewing points will be established on the airfield 
perimeter to present the view of the hangars across 
the grass airfield.
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Boundary Viewing Points

• Viewing points at the perimeter of the field have been 
identified which would make clear to a visitor the 
significant relationship between the WWI hangars 
and the grass field.

• they would show the flying activity with the hangars in 
the background. There are no other points where this 
can be readily seen.

• The area between hangars and field within that 
viewing arc will be kept clear of obstruction and as 
grass to present  that relationship positively.

• Signage providing explanation of the view to be 
provided at the viewing points.

• The primary objective of any conservation activity is 
to pass on the significant cultural values to future 
generations.

• These values can be both tangible and intangible.

• It is very important to provide explanation and 
interpretation of these values if the effort required to 
sustain the site and its buildings is to be maintained 
in the long term.

• The Boscomb Down Aviation Museum already 
provides a focus for this in the short term but being 
inside a hangar with no views out over the airfield it is 
not the ideal location.

• Air shows with historic aircraft will provide an 
opportunity to see the airfield and its buildings in use 
and will attract large numbers of interested visitors.

• An interpretation centre is needed, possibly as part 
of the proposed café/restaurant/flying club which 
will be located with a view across the field and ideally 
of the area between the hangars and the field. This 
could incorporate a wall display of the history of the 
site and events associated with it.  

• A website describing the airfield and its history is 
already in existence and can be expanded.

• Smart phone apps can provide mobile guided tours.

• Explanatory signage can be provided at key 
locations such as the viewing points on the airfield 
perimeter and on the ramparts of the Old Sarum 
hill fort.

Explanation and Interpretation

A permanent exhibition will be created and 
a high quality, interactive website which will 
allow the general public to better understand 
the historic significance of the airfield and 
its surroundings, its linkage to the Scheduled 
Ancient Monument and Country Park and 

the history of aviation in Wiltshire through 
explanation of its heritage significance.
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Remove Negative Impacts

• The Conservation Plan identifies a number of 
negative impacts on the airfield and its heritage 
assets.

• This has been recognised in Core Policy 9.

• The setting of Old Sarum Scheduled Ancient 
Monument is also affected, particularly by the adverse 
visual impact of the larger industrial buildings on the 
site. This will be improved by sensitive development in 
accordance with Core Policy 9.

• The core policy, reinforced by the Inspector’s 
comments, recognises that enhancement can be 
achieved in a number of ways including using new 
buildings designed sympathetically for the location 
and through improved landscaping. The report 
states, “development within these areas would be 
permitted if, amongst other things, views of the 
intrusive buildings, including views from the Ancient 
Monument, were softened with landscaping; and 
reasonable control over flying activity were agreed 
in the interests of protecting the amenity of local 
residents.”

• This will mirror the effect of the officers mess and 
surrounding trees at the eastern end of the airfield

• It will also allow the line and possibly the width of 
the roman road at the western end of Portway to 
be made clear which will enhance the setting of the 
Scheduled Ancient Monument and be part of the 
explanation and interpretation of the site.

• Other negative impacts include the storage 
containers south of the squash courts and the saw 
tooth profile of the modern industrial buildings as 
seen from Ford and the visual impact of modern 
intensive agriculture. These will be removed or 
screened by new development.

Removing or mitigating negative impacts is a 
straightforward way of sustaining and enhancing 
the heritage of the site and its surroundings.
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Manage Agricultural Activity

• The visual impact of pig arks in the fields around 
the airfield is a major negative factor on the setting 
of both the airfield and the Old Sarum Scheduled 
Ancient monument

• They are outside the control of the owners of the 
airfield, but they are on Council controlled land which 
could be managed in the medium term.

• Agricultural activity within the perimeter of the field 
can be controlled. 

A study will be conducted with the council as 
to how pig farming around the airfield can be 
managed more effectively so as to minimise 
the visual impact on the Scheduled Ancient 
Monument and the historic airfield.

Agricultural activity near the site
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Historic Buildings

• Ensure the beneficial use of historic buildings, both 
designated and un-designated, as this is the key to 
successful long term conservation. 

 
• The majority of the historic buildings are in use, but  

this can change. 

• Looking forward the buildings need to be uses that 
can provide the income stream necessary to repair 
and maintain them in the long term.

• Non designated buildings which have no viable use 
may need to be demolished

• The buildings are in different ownerships which will 
make coordinating action more complicated

• Public funding is unlikely to be available except for 
buildings in charitable ownership and at present none 
are.

• The only historic building currently without use is the 
squash courts.

The building requiring most attention is Hangar 
3 which is no longer wind and weathertight and 
needs urgent attention.

Hangar 2

Station HQ
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Hangar 3

• Two of the hangars are in relatively good condition 
and are maintained wind and weather tight. These 
were in commercial use. Both had been fully 
refurbished by the MOD before sale.

• Hangar 3 was not refurbished then and as a result 
is in much worse condition. 

• The airfield operators have supported Hangar 2 
being brought back into aviation use.

• Hangar 3 which is used for the storage of light 
aircraft is in poor condition, is leaking badly and 
needs urgent attention. 

• The extent of work required is considerable. One 
belfast roof truss has collapsed, the central valley 
gutter is rotten and much of the diagonal planking 
forming the roof is now black with wet rot. 

• By the nature of its construction the roof and its 
supporting Belfast trusses are difficult to repair 
piecemeal, and as the weather covering is now 
failing in many places and is beyond reasonable 
repair it will be necessary to reroof almost entirely. 
However, this would give far better access to repair 
the main trusses. 

 
• The doors are largely original but are capable of 

repair. Work is needed to repair the brickwork, and 
asbestos sheeting needs to be removed. 

• The current use of the building will not provide the 
money necessary to repair this hangar (currently 
estimated at between £750,000 and £1,000,000 
based on the reported cost of restoring similar 
hangars elsewhere) but should be capable of 
generating funds for maintenance once the building 
has been repaired. 

Major damage was suffered by Hangar 3 in 
recent storms. The doors and door rails were 
particularly badly affected. Repair of Hangar 3 is 
a high priority. 
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• Designed for testing and aligning aircraft machine 
guns, this is currently used by a small bore rifle and 
pistol shooting club. 

• It is a relatively rare facility in the area and maintains 
the building in the use for which it was designed. 

• The shooting club cannot generate enough income to 
cover repair and maintenance - EBD.

Consideration should be given to adding on 
aircraft frame and display boards to highlight 
the original use.

 

The Rifle Range
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Squash Courts

• These are currently used for storage. 

• The walls are lined with asbestos sheeting 
internally and have a fibrous plaster applied on one 
wall externally which may contain asbestos. 

• There is no water supply or drainage. 

• Being single skin brickwork the courts are very 
cold in winter, despite electric fan heaters. 

• The floors are solid and unsprung and the “viewing 
gallery” is only a small platform reached by a ladder. 

• It is uneconomic to bring the courts up to modern 
standard unless they are incorporated in a much 
larger leisure facility. 

• They are not in a good location for this and there 
are already a number of established facilities in the 
area. An alternative use is needed.

• If an alternative use cannot be found the 
squash courts may have to be demolished.
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Links to Old Sarum Fort and the 
Country Park

• Through route for walkers and cyclists.

• Footpath, cycle route and picnic areas.



26 of 26 Feilden+Mawson 6731 Old Sarum Airfield /June 2014

Community Benefits

This plan will provide the following benefits to the 
community:

• A long term future for the licensed airfield and 
promotion of flying activity essential to the purpose 
of the CA.

•  Better access to visibility of and understanding of 
the historic airfield.

• Improvements to the setting of the Scheduled 
Ancient Monument and the airfield.

• A restaurant/club available to the public, particularly 
those in the new housing development to the north.

• Air shows which will be a tourist attraction.

• Improved links to public transport.

• Reinstatement of the line of the Roman road at the 
west end of the Portway.

These benefits will be supported through the 
development of Areas A, B and C in accordance 
with Core Policy 9 of the South Wiltshire 
Core Strategy Plan, now Core Policy 23 of the 
Wiltshire Core Strategy Plan.


