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It has been two years since our last annual parish meeting and so in this report I will try and touch on 
both of those years and look to the future.  
 
As I begin, I would like to acknowledge how the work of any parish council, let alone a large one like 
Laverstock & Ford- serving those communities and also Bishopdown Farm, Longhedge and Old 
Sarum must be a team effort. This has been the case more than ever during the COVID pandemic, 
and I would like to thank all those who have served as councillors, our staff team and the volunteers 
who support the work of the council- all of who mhave had to adapt to new challenges and new 
ways of working. 
 
Our work as a council can be divided into three roles,  

• Representing our community’s voice and supporting its development  

• Stewarding the organization and making sure it serves its purpose, and  

• Providing services and facilities for our community.  
 
I am pleased to report that over the last two years we have seen significant progress in all three 
areas. 
 
Representation 
One of the key political themes of recent years has been the idea of returning ‘power to the people’ 
away from apparently distant decision making, and you can’t get more local than a parish council. 
Providing a voice on the way our community develops, has been a key part of our representation 
work. We have considered 114 individual planning applications, ranging from providing support to 
those trying to care for listed buildings in a sensitive way to opposing the destructive plan to develop 
135 houses on the already over burdened Church Road on a highly sensitive green field site.  
 
Much work has also gone into developing a Neighbourhood Plan, drawing on extensive consultation 
with our local community to set out a vision for how the need for new housing and the evolution of 
existing stock can be accommodated in a way which preserves and develops our semi-rural 
communities and responds to the climate crisis and the need to protect bio-diversity. I am very 
grateful for the hundreds of volunteer hours that have gone into this project, and would encourage 
everyone in our community to respond to the final consultation which is your opportunity to 
feedback on this work. 
 
This work has shown me how important having a say in the way our communities develop is to 
people throughout the parish. We know that more new houses need to be built but the solution lies 
in developers working responsibly with local communities, not taking away the opportunity for local 
people to comment on individual developments and I hope that the government’s new planning bill 
will not prevent work like this continuing in the future and silence the voice of local communities 
from the planning process. 
 
Parish Councilors have also represented our communities on a wide range of groups looking at 
issues from reducing the traffic problems on Church Road to working with Wiltshire Council and 
voluntary groups to ensuring that the needs of those self-isolating due to the COVID crisis have been 
met. 
 
 



Stewarding the Organisation 
At our last Annual Parish Meeting, our Parish Council was 125 years old. It is not surprising that over 
that time we have needed to change and develop. In 1911 the population of the parish was 505 
people, it is now well over ten thousand. 
 
Over the last two years we have worked with external consultants to review the way we work and 
look at best practice in councils around the country to ensure that we are ready to meet the 
challenges of the coming years and fit to serve the present needs of our community. Over the last 
year we have seen the fruit of this work in the appointment of two new staff members who are 
already having an impact on the way we engage with and serve our community. We complete that 
work as today we meet for the first time under our new governance structures and appoint the 
committees which will help us scale up our work to meet these new challenges in the context of 
increasing pressures on our unitary authority seeing them withdrawing from areas of work much 
valued by our local community. 
 
Providing Services and Facilities to the Local Community 
Over the last two years, we have seen some really exciting changes, as we have provided new 
facilities for our local community. The largest project has seen Castle Hill Country Park develop into 
wonderful facility, protecting and enhancing habit for endangered species while providing space to 
walk, ride, exercise dogs and stay fit. Watching the way the new community orchard there is starting 
to grow reminds me that some of these long term projects are similar to creating a new orchard, 
requiring planting, then a time of growing before harvesting. 
 
Over the last two years we have done quite a lot of harvesting, and as a still comparatively new 
councillor, I am conscious that we have often reaped what those who have gone before us have 
sown and I would like to pay tribute to all of those who have been involved in these long term 
projects. Alongside the Country Park, other fruit of our work has been the renewing and extending 
of the boardwalk in Whitebridge Spinney and Milford, two new bus shelters in Bishopdown Farm 
and newly repainted street name signs across Laverstock. 
 
This year, we can look forward to seeing some of the projects which have been growing for several 
years coming to fruition. We look forward to the completion of a significant asset transfer from 
Wiltshire Council, with the Parish Council taking ownership of two play areas and responsibility for a 
further four, the Hampton Park recreation area and trail and other open spaces from Wiltshire 
Council. We look forward to renewing and bringing back into use play areas which had fallen into 
such a state of disrepair that they have had to be closed off as dangerous. After several years of 
consultation with local residents and an extensive tender process we will see the construction of a 
new skate park at Old Sarum. Work continues to develop public open spaces and play areas in 
Longhedge and the purchase of a new Speed Indicator Device will allow us to respond to local 
concerns about dangerous driving. 
 
After this month’s elections I am pleased to welcome three new councillors to join us as well as eight 
returning councillors. As we start a new four year term, and see this work of the last year council 
come to fruit, our challenge will be to decide what seeds we want to sow and tend and where they 
should be planted. We want to continue to be at the heart of our local community, listening and 
responding to the needs and aspirations of our residents. We will start this year by refreshing our 
parish plan, taking the opportunity to listen, consult and then to plan strategically to ensure that we 
continue to play our part in the evolution of this wonderful community that we have the privilege of 
being part of. 
 
Nick Baker 



 
 


