
Laverstock & Ford Parish Council 
 

 
1st July 2021 

 

Chairman pays tribute to the achievements  
of the Parish Council 

 

As Councillors began their new term of office recently at the first Annual Parish Meeting 

for two years, Nick Baker, Chair of Laverstock & Ford Parish Council, reflected on a time like no 

other and what had been accomplished despite recent challenges.  

 He acknowledged the hard work of Councillors, staff and volunteers throughout the 

pandemic and how the Council had continued to represent the community’s voice and support its 

development, providing services and facilities, whilst stewarding the Parish Council through 

uncharted waters. 

 Councillor Nick Baker said “Providing a voice on the way our community develops has been 

a key part of our representation work. We have considered 114 individual planning applications, 

ranging from providing support to those caring for listed buildings to opposing the plan to develop 

135 houses on the already over-burdened Church Road.  Much work has also gone into developing 

a Neighbourhood Plan, drawing on extensive consultation with our communities to set out a vision 

for how the need for new housing and the evolution of existing stock can be accommodated in a 

way which preserves and develops our semi-rural communities and responds to the climate crisis.  

I would encourage everyone in our community to respond to the final consultation which is your 

opportunity to feedback on this work”.   

 Parish Councilors have also represented residents on a wide range of groups looking at 

issues from reducing the traffic problems on Church Road to working with Wiltshire Council and 

voluntary groups to ensure that the needs of those self-isolating due to the COVID crisis have been 

met. 

 Over the last two years, the Parish has seen some really exciting changes, as new facilities 

have been provided for the community. The largest project has seen Castle Hill Country Park 

develop into a wonderful facility, protecting and enhancing habits for endangered species whilst 

providing space to stay active.  The renewal and extension of the boardwalk in Whitebridge 

Spinney has provided a place for learning and contemplation.   
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In recent years the Parish has grown to over 10,000 residents and the Parish Council has 

continued to develop alongside it A recent external review has resulted in two new members of 

staff and a new governance structure which will help to ensure it is ready to meet the challenges 

of the coming years and is fit to serve the present needs of the community.  Three new Councillors 

have also taken up their offices. 

 This year, some projects which have been growing for several years will come to fruition.  

The Parish Council will take ownership of two play areas and responsibility for a further four from 

Wiltshire Council plus the Hampton Park recreation area and trail and other open spaces.  Plans 

are already underway to bring the neglected play areas back into use.  Construction of a new skate 

park at Old Sarum will soon begin and work continues to develop public open spaces and play 

areas in Longhedge and the purchase of a new Speed Indicator Device will allow us to respond to 

local concerns about dangerous driving. 

In closing, Nick Baker went on to say “We want to continue to be at the heart of our local 

community, listening and responding to the needs and aspirations of our residents. We will start 

this year by refreshing our parish plan, taking the opportunity to listen, consult and then plan 

strategically to ensure that we continue to play our part in the evolution of the wonderful 

communities that we have the privilege of being part of”. 

 


