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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Held at the Old Sarum Community Centre 
at 7.00pm on Monday 20 March 2017 

 

 MINUTES 
 
Chairman of the Annual Parish Meeting:  Cllr David Burton, Chairman of Laverstock 
       & Ford Parish Council. 
 
The following Parish Councillors were present: Cllr Andy Birkett, Cllr Chris Burnell, Cllr 
Vic Bussereau, Cllr Ron Champion, Cllr Hilary Davidson, Cllr Carl Davis, Cllr James Dean, 
Cllr Derek Hayes, Cllr David Law, Cllr Carole Martin, Cllr Lesley Waller. 
 
The following Wiltshire Councillors were present: Cllr Ian McLennan, Cllr Bill Moss. 
 
17 Members of the public were also present. 
 
REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN The Chairman welcomed members of the public and 
reported on the activities of the Council over the previous year. 
 
The Parish is one of the busiest in Wiltshire with four major developments at various 
stages in the Planning process. These are Longhedge, Riverdown Park, Old Sarum and 
Old Sarum Airfield. The Councillors continue to put hundreds of volunteer hours to get the 
best deals from developers and ensure that there is the right balance of housing and local 
facilities to ensure each of our settlements are increasingly good places to live. 
 
The Council is active on traffic calming in the Parish with progress being made on two 
schemes for Ford and the Portway at Old Sarum. The Council is supporting the 
development of a new pedestrian walkway at Petersfinger and has also become involved 
with school-run traffic issues at Riverdown Park and Laverstock. 
 
The promotion and development of green spaces has been hindered by developers who 
have not released funds and land to the Council in a timely manner. Progress has been 
made however with a new play park just opened on the country park at Old Sarum. More 
play parks and recreational facilities at Old Sarum are in the pipeline for this year, as are 
play parks for the new development at Longhedge. Riverdown Park is the most 
challenging but the Council is making headway here. 
 
Community representation is very important to the Council who have consulted and 
engaged through the Newsletter, its website, online surveys, a showcase meeting, and 
attendance at Residents’ Association meetings. Councillors have continued to support a 
range of events and activities at the Hampton Park Pavilion, the Laverstock Village Hall 
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and the Old Sarum Community Centre. A recent online survey sought views on the use of 
Youth and Adult Off-site Recreation funds for facilities at Old Sarum.  
 
The Community Governance Review by Wiltshire Council took an awful lot of the Council’s 
time, opposing the moves by Salisbury City Parish to abolish our Parish. The Review was 
completed in favour of Laverstock & Ford and Salisbury City have accepted the decision. 
The Council has now started to build bridges with Salisbury City and held a joint meeting 
to discuss the pros and cons of Neighbourhood Plans. The Council is looking to set its 
strategy for the next four years and is looking to the residents to set the priorities. 
 
Charts were displayed that showed a breakdown of income and expenditure over the last 
three year period. A large percentage of the income (73%) was from developer’s 
contributions. The precept is one of the lowest in the County. 
 
The Chairman thanked Councillors Paul Tunnicliffe, Mark Ansonia and Trudy Womersly-
Smith who had stepped down during the year after giving excellent service to the Council. 
He also offered thanks to the Clerk and the new Assistant. He finally thanked the many 
volunteers across the Parish including those that helped with the recent Great British 
Spring Clean, which resulted in 95 bags of rubbish being collected. 
 
The Chairman then invited questions from members of the public. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM RESIDENTS 
 
The first question related to the poor condition of the roads in the Parish. The resident 
acknowledged that it was not a Parish Council responsibility but asked if the Parish 
Council could have influence on repairs and renewals. Cllr Bussereau reminded the 
meeting that any resident could report potholes using the My Wiltshire App, but agreed 
that Wiltshire Council were below average when it came to road maintenance and repair. 
Cllr Waller reported that at a recent Area Board meeting this issue was discussed in detail 
and the worst of the road surface problems were highlighted but that funds are just not 
available. 
 
Another resident commented on the number of bags of rubbish that had been collected 
and asked that this be drawn to the attention of the Area Board so that more could be 
done to combat litter and fly tipping in particular. She said that fly tipping of commercial 
waste in Queen Manor Road was a serious issue. The Chairman said that he would 
ensure that this problem is brought to the attention of the Area Board. 
 
The Chairman ended the meeting by extending the thanks of the Council and the Parish to 
Cllr Bill Moss who was standing down after many years of service to Wiltshire and its 
residents. 
 
The meeting ended at 7.19pm. 
 
These Minutes will be confirmed at the Annual Parish Meeting in 2018. 
 
 
 


