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Parish Council vote on Laverstock development proposals 

 
 

At their monthly meeting last night, the Parish Council voted without opposition to 

object to plans to build up to 135 houses on Church Road in Laverstock and has compiled 

a 13 point list of concerns which will be submitted to Wiltshire Council to support their 

decision. These concerns include the fact that this location was excluded from 

consideration in the Wiltshire Local Plan as it was contrary to Core Policies aimed at 

preserving small villages from over development, the sensitivity of the landscape and 

impact on traffic on an already congested road. Full details of these concerns can be found 

below. 

Councillor Nick Baker, Chair of Laverstock and Ford Parish Council said "The 

Parish Council's objections reflect the very strong opposition to this development at the 

public meeting attended by over 110 people and from across our community last week. 

The developer's presentation reinforced my personal feeling that they are trying to build 

the maximum number of houses at the minimum possible quality in a totally unsuitable 

location.  

I was disappointed by their lack of prior engagement with the local community and 

the way this proposal is contrary to several democratically agreed core policies. It was 

clear that very little research has been done into the traffic impact of creating so many 

houses and a fifty space car park on this already highly congested road and despite 
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branding this a sustainable development the scheme's financial viability appears based on 

meeting the minimum environmental standards and making no attempt to achieve carbon 

neutrality. We are urging Wiltshire Council to reject this application." 

At the public meeting with developers last week, several residents also expressed 

concerns about the engagement of the digitally isolated and asked Wiltshire Council to 

consider delaying consideration of the application by the Planning Committee to better 

allow time to include those who do not have access to online technology.   

The consultation closes on 4th March and comments can be submitted on the 

Wiltshire Council website, where the Planning Application, Plans and Surveys are 

available to view at https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,918316 

You can also post your comments to: Development Services, Planning, Wiltshire 

Council, County Hall, Trowbridge, BA14 8JN and quote planning application number 

20/11598/OUT. 

 

ENDS 
 

Laverstock & Ford Parish Council is the civil Parish Council that covers the communities of 

Laverstock, Ford, Bishopdown Farm, Old Sarum and Longhedge.  

 

It is a statutory consultee on all planning applications in the Parish, but the final decision 

on applications is made by Wiltshire Council.  Parish Council meetings take place at 6pm 

on the third Monday of the month and are open to the press and public. 
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The Parish Council object for the following reasons- 
 

  
1. Wiltshire Council's failure to meet its 5 year land supply target should not be used to 

justify this application. The slight shortfall in the target is mainly caused by 
developers being slow in agreeing s106 agreements and there is sufficient housing 
land in the pipeline to meet all anticipated need. Wiltshire Council is currently 
carrying out a carefully researched and widely consulted local plan exercise and 
this should be the mechanism for the selection of development sites. 
 

2. The site contravenes Core Policy 1/2 of the current WC Core Strategy, which is 
expected to be carried over into the emerging Local Plan, namely that Laverstock, 
which is defined as a small village, is limited to infill only (generally 1 or 2 new houses 
in plots between existing dwellings), unless there is a compelling need within the 
village for development. The neighbourhood planning team has demonstrated that 
there is no such local need, and this has been confirmed by Wiltshire Council (they 
acknowledge that the 40% affordable homes at Longhedge more than caters for any 
local need).  
 

3. This site is highly inappropriate for a large development. The Neighbourhood Plan 
Group's independent expert report on landscape sensitivity identified this site as of a 
medium-high sensitivity and unsuitable for large scale development. Cocky Down is 
one of the outstanding natural features of the area and this development would 
intrude significantly into the views from the village and also from the down across 
towards the River Bourne and Castle Hill. 
 

4. This site directly adjoins the Cocky Down SSSI and forms a green corridor between 
it and the adjoining River Bourne SSSI. The site itself is a designated Special Nature 
Area. Development on this site would risk loss of green space of significant ecological 
value. 
  

5. The access to the development on Church Road has a long history of massive daily 
traffic congestion caused the three schools and being a rat-run to and from 
Southampton Road.  It has been designated by WC (Atkins) as having reached full 
capacity. We believe the road would be incapable of supporting a further 135 
dwellings 
 

6. The proposed car park would work against the initiative which Wiltshire Council, 
Laverstock & Ford Parish Council and local schools have been working on to 
reduce traffic congestion in the area. The focus of this has been promoting 
alternative methods of travel to car use. Research demonstrates that good access 
to parking increases car use. Furthermore, the greatest traffic issue at school run 
times is obstructions to the flow of traffic. An uncontrolled junction to a 50 space car 
park targeted at users all requiring access at the same time would greatly increase 
disruption to the traffic flow with traffic trying to run into and out of the car park 
causing disruption to the flow of traffic. 
 

7. The proposed car park would not have a purpose or regular use outside school 
hours and has the potential to become a focus for anti-social behaviour. 
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8. This planning application must be assessed against the background of a long series 
of extensive housing developments in the parish, (1775 dwellings in the last 14 years) 
which have had the effect of:  

      a. Eroding the semi-rural character and ancient landscape setting of the parish 

      b. Increasing traffic flows adding to extensive rat running on key roads (Church Rd) in 
the parish and increased risk of accidents and poorer air quality  
 

9. The site was not considered in the Wiltshire Council emerging Local Plan proposals 
for strategic allocation to meet planned growth of Salisbury city through to 2036 
because it fails the exclusion criteria – it is not adjacent to the Salisbury Settlement 
Boundary.  
 

10. Considered alongside existing development on the opposite side of Church road 
and the nearby schools, this area connects visually with the higher land of Cockey 
Down (Site of Special Scientific Interest) and an adjacent (County Wildlife Site). The 
visual gap when viewed from the road is considered locally important.  
 

11. The site proposed for development is high quality agricultural land  
 
    12. The area of the PA is potentially considered to be an archeologically sensitive area                  

and this is supported by WC Archaeology   
 

13.     The location of the oil pipeline has not been reported accurately and its impact on 
the development not fully considered. 

 

 

 


